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Upcoming Child Passenger Safety Technician Training s 

 

   Certification Course: Riverton / August 17-20 / Fremont Cty Fairgrounds (Registration Attached) 
   

Renewal Course (If expired and would like to be renewed in an 8 hour course) 
     August 16 / Fremont Cty Fairgrounds 
 
Update Course (If currently certified and need to receive your 6 CEUs and seats checked off) 
     August 16 / Fremont Cty Fairgrounds  
    
     (email: Stephanie.heitsch@crmcwy.org for registration information)  

 

 
New Products on the Market 

   

  World Plus Combination Seat 
 New to the U.S. market, this German company utilizes international 
experience and research paired with U.S. expertise in adaptation, education, 
consumer services, and marketing. The World Plus comes from Kiddy and 
will launch this summer. The seat will cost $229 and ranges in FF mode 
from 20-40 lbs and in Belt Positioning Mode from 40-110 lbs.  
 The seat is very unusual in the U.S.—it uses a crushable foam 
“shield” instead of a harness. It is important not to confuse the function of 
this design with either old-style shield boosters or tray shields that combine 
rigid plastic shields with harnesses. The World Plus builds on a long-
standing European approach to energy management using crushable foam, 
as was in the Britax Laptop.  To learn more, go to: www.kiddyusa.com. 

 
 
 Hope Car Bed 
 Merritt Manufacturing is gearing up to release the new Hope 
Car Bed that will accommodate children weighing from 4.5 to 35 
lbs. This seat will meet a critical product need, since current car bed 
models can hold children up to only 20 pounds. The seat will begin 
shipping by July 1st, 2010. To learn more about the Hope Car Bed, 
visit Merritt Manufacturing at www.eztether.com. 
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Wyoming’s Technician Re-certification  
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Below are the simple steps on what it takes to re-certify. 
 

Remember-you are responsible for entering your information on-line to re-certify. 
 

The steps for re-certification are not as complicated as they may seem and we need to all try to complete them to 
maintain our certification. Follow these simple steps below, start early and you will not loose your certification. 

You will need your username and password to be able to enter all your information into your  profile at:      
http://www.safekids.org/certification/. Call 877-366-8154, if you do not have that information.   

 

 

 1) Five seat checks approved by a certified instructor or proxy. If needing a proxy in your area, contact                    
 stephanie.heitsch@crmcwy.org 

 2) Community education  (Have a certificate of proof in case of auditing)  

OPTION 1: Two-hour check up event with at least one other CPS Technician at which you serve families using 
any standardized checklist to provide documentation, if needed. Visit safekidswyoming.org 

OPTION 2: Provide at least four hours of community education.  Examples include presenting to parents, edu-
cators, kids, organizations (PTAs, law enforcement).  These are presentations to non-CPSTs. You 
are welcome to combine smaller events for the requirement. 

 
 
 

 3) Minimum of six hours of CPS technical continuing education units (See below)                                                               
   CEUs are self-certified and are subject to random auditing.                                                               
   Remember to print the proof of your CEUs in case of auditing. 

 4) Register and pay the re-certification fee before and within 4 months of your certification expiration date  

 Easy ways to get all 6 CEUs ! 
 

 

Newsletter Category/Max 3 CEUs in this Catagory 
 1 CEU—Every Wyoming Technician is credited one CEU for receiving 
  the Safe Ride News Publication. Contact   
  nancy@saferidenews.com for Proof of Purchase 
 1 CEU– Take the LATCH Manual Quiz. Go to saferidenews.com to 
  learn more 
 1 CEU-Take the CR Manufacturer's Quiz. Go to carseat.org to learn 
  more 
 1 CEUs-Reading the Tech Update and taking quizzes at   
  www.cpsboard.org  
 

Online/Web Sessions Category/Max 5 CEUs in this Category 
 4 CEUs– Three presentations and Quizzes on  www.cpsboard.org  
 5 CEUs--  http://www.safekidswebinars.org/ 
   4.5 CEUs-http://www.buckleupnc.org/training/index.cfm   
 4 CEUs-   http://advocates.britaxusa.com/default.aspx     Britax 
 1 CEU-     http://www.safetymadeeasier.com/  Evenflo 
 
In-person Session Category/Max 6 CEUs in this Category  
 The update course for 6 CEUs may be taught by a technician. For more 
 information on the course, contact: Stephanie.heitsch@crmcwy.org. 
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 The Infant Seat and Base Have Different Expiration Dates 
 

Could you please give me an explanation on why some infant seats with bases 
have separate expiration dates on the base of the seat and on the seat itself?  

 
What should parents do about that? 

 
Expiration dates are based on the date of manufacturer.  It is possible that the 
infant seat and the base were manufactured on separate dates, yielding dif-
ferent expirations.  The difference would be most extensive if an "extra 
base" was purchased for use in a second vehicle or as a replacement/add-
on.  For this reason, expiration AND recall status should be checked for both 
the infant seat AND the base.  In most cases, the model number and date of 
manufacture will match, but not in all. 

 
We, as technicians, must follow the manufacturer expirations.  If a parent or caregiver wants additional 
consultation about a specific situation, he or she should contact the manufacturer's consumer services   
department.  

 Safe Kids is delighted to share recent program enhancements   

To change your username: Log into your CPS online profile. Click on the action item "Change your username", which is 
above "Change Your Password" NOTE:  By default, your username is your SKID number, which becomes your Certification 
ID (T#) when you become certified. 

To enter one or more seat checks:  Log into your CPS online profile. Click on the action item "Recertification...(enter infor-
mation)" Click on the button: Click Here to Add Seat Checks 

To have easy access to a number of available on-line CEU opportunities:  Under the recertification action link, click on 
the sub-bullet called "Online CEUs".  Available links:   
  

 Safe Kids/NHTSA Online Tech Update Courses  National CPS Board 
 Britax Tech Site      Evenflo Tech Site   
      
      Click on any option and follow each site's instructions. 

 

 Do I Need To Be Concerned About The Fold-down Armrest              
In The Center Seat? 

 Nope! For those of you who may have heard not to put a rear-facing child safety seat in front of a 
fold-down armrest, here is how that myth got started. Years ago, one child safety seat manufacturer 
(Evenflo) slipped this sentence into the instruction manual for all of their rear-facing safety seats: "When 
this restraint is used rear-facing, DO NOT place it in a seating position with a fold-down armrest. During 
an impact, the movement of the armrest can cause serious injury or death to your infant." Evenflo was 
never able to provide even one real-world example where a baby was hurt in a crash because of an arm-
rest. None of the other child safety seat manufacturers ever even thought the arm rest was a problem. In 
fact, no one in the safety field is even aware of one injury to a rear-facing baby due to the arm rest. Even-
tually, Evenflo removed this statement from all of their seats and now allows any of their seats to be 
placed in front of a fold-down armrest. Remember, the study that found that kids are 43% safer in the 
center was from real-world crashes, with real babies riding rear-facing in front of fold-down armrests. 
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Injury Prevention/Outreach  
214 East 23rd Street 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 
(307) 633-7525 
(307) 633-7531 FAX 
stephanie.heitsch@crmcwy.org 

Using Non-Regulated Products:Manufacturers Respond  

   A technician asks: “We've been discussing the issue of seat protectors, be it a towel or commercially manufactured 
vehicle seat protectors designed to be used with child restraints. We would like to make a general recommendation 
to our fitting stations concerning the use of these unregulated products if the information is not in the CSS manual.  I 
feel that a thin mat or towel will not interfere with the performance of the seat in a crash.” 
 
 Responses provided in alphabetical order 
 

o Baby Trend: Much depends of the specific design, materials, and construction of the protector, and since they are not sub-
ject to any standards, there is no testing done on them.  If they are too thick, too slippery, too stiff, or not clearanced out in 
LATCH locations, then they can and do interfere with good installation of a child restraint.  A thin blanket or towel is what we 
recommend.  

o Britax:  The use of non-Britax Child Safety, Inc. covers, inserts, toys, accessories, or tightening devices is not approved by 
Britax. Their use could cause a child seat to fail Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards or not perform as intended in a crash. 

o Chicco: Not approved. See Chicco Web site for approved list of non-regulated products:  http://www.chiccousa.com/info/
Chicco-FAQ.aspx 

o Combi: Combi has no problem with the use of the seat protector mats as long the restraint can be installed to fit correctly 
and the mat does not interfere with the seat belt or LATCH anchors. Our instruction manuals actually say it is recommended so 
that the vehicle seat is protected. 

o Graco: Per our instruction manual Under Cleaning & Maintenance: “Continuous Use of Infant Restraint May Cause Dam-
age to Vehicle Seat.  Use an infant restraint mat, towel or thin blanket to protect upholstery.   Follow the installation instructions, 
ensure that the seat is secure and meets the less than 1” translation criteria.   

o Ride Safer: Seat protectors should not be used with the Ride Safer Travel Vests because they may bunch up under the child 
and behind the child. Some protector mats may increase the probability of the child submarining. 
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