
Section 60-680 
Regulation of highways by local authority; police powers. 
 

(1) Any local authority with respect to highways under its jurisdiction and within the 
reasonable exercise of the police power may: 

(a) Regulate or prohibit stopping, standing, or parking; 

(b) Regulate traffic by means of peace officers or traffic control devices; 

(c) Regulate or prohibit processions or assemblages on the highways; 

(d) Designate highways or roadways for use by traffic moving in one direction; 

(e) Establish speed limits for vehicles in public parks; 

(f) Designate any highway as a through highway or designate any intersection as a stop 
or yield intersection; 

(g) Restrict the use of highways as authorized in section 60-681; 

(h) Regulate operation of bicycles and require registration and inspection of such, 
including requirement of a registration fee; 

(i) Regulate operation of electric personal assistive mobility devices; 

(j) Regulate or prohibit the turning of vehicles or specified types of vehicles; 

(k) Alter or establish speed limits authorized in the Nebraska Rules of the Road; 

(l) Designate no-passing zones; 

(m) Prohibit or regulate use of controlled-access highways by any class or kind of traffic 
except those highways which are a part of the state highway system; 

(n) Prohibit or regulate use of heavily traveled highways by any class or kind of traffic it 
finds to be incompatible with the normal and safe movement of traffic, except that such 
regulations shall not be effective on any highway which is part of the state highway system unless 
authorized by the Department of Roads; 

(o) Establish minimum speed limits as authorized in the rules; 

(p) Designate hazardous railroad grade crossings as authorized in the rules; 

(q) Designate and regulate traffic on play streets; 

(r) Prohibit pedestrians from crossing a roadway in a business district or any designated 
highway except in a crosswalk as authorized in the rules; 

(s) Restrict pedestrian crossings at unmarked crosswalks as authorized in the rules; 



(t) Regulate persons propelling push carts; 

(u) Regulate persons upon skates, coasters, sleds, and other toy vehicles; 

(v) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, adopt and enforce an ordinance or 
resolution prohibiting the use of engine brakes on the National System of Interstate and Defense 
Highways that has a grade of less than five degrees within its jurisdiction. For purposes of this 
subdivision, engine brake means a device that converts a power producing engine into a power-
absorbing air compressor, resulting in a net energy loss; 

(w) Adopt and enforce such temporary or experimental regulations as may be necessary 
to cover emergencies or special conditions; and 

(x) Adopt other traffic regulations except as prohibited by state law or contrary to state 
law. 

(2) No local authority, except an incorporated city with more than forty thousand 
inhabitants, shall erect or maintain any traffic control device at any location so as to require the 
traffic on any state highway or state-maintained freeway to stop before entering or crossing any 
intersecting highway unless approval in writing has first been obtained from the Department of 
Roads. 

(3) No ordinance or regulation enacted under subdivision (1)(d), (e), (f), (g), (j), (k), (l), 
(m), (n), (p), (q), or (s) of this section shall be effective until traffic control devices giving notice of 
such local traffic regulations are erected upon or at the entrances to such affected highway or 
part thereof affected as may be most appropriate. 

Section 60-6,142 
Driving on highway shoulders prohibited; exceptions. 
 

No person shall drive on the shoulders of highways, except that: 

(1) Vehicles may be driven on the shoulders of highways (a) by federal mail carriers while 
delivering the United States mail or (b) to safely remove a vehicle from a roadway; 

(2) Implements of husbandry may be driven on the shoulders of highways; and 

(3) Bicycles and electric personal assistive mobility devices may be operated on paved 
shoulders of highways included in the state highway system other than Nebraska segments of the 
National System of Interstate and Defense Highways. 

Section 60-6,144 
Restrictions on use of controlled-access highway. 
 

Use of a freeway and entry thereon by the following shall be prohibited at all times except 
by permit from the Department of Roads or from the local authority in the case of freeways not 
under the jurisdiction of the department:  

(1) Pedestrians except in areas specifically designated for that purpose; 



(2) Hitchhikers or walkers; 

(3) Vehicles not self-propelled; 

(4) Bicycles, motor-driven cycles, motor scooters not having motors of more than ten 
horsepower, and electric personal assistive mobility devices; 

(5) Animals led, driven on the hoof, ridden, or drawing a vehicle; 

(6) Funeral processions; 

(7) Parades or demonstrations; 

(8) Vehicles, except emergency vehicles, unable to maintain minimum speed as provided 
in the Nebraska Rules of the Road; 

(9) Construction equipment; 

(10) Implements of husbandry, whether self-propelled or towed; 

(11) Vehicles with improperly secured attachments or loads; 

(12) Vehicles in tow, when the connection consists of a chain, rope, or cable, except 
disabled vehicles which shall be removed from such freeway at the nearest interchange; 

(13) Vehicles with deflated pneumatic, metal, or solid tires or continuous metal treads 
except maintenance vehicles; 

(14) Any person standing on or near a roadway for the purpose of soliciting or selling to 
an occupant of any vehicle; or 

(15) Overdimensional vehicles. 

Section 60-6,226 
Brake and turnsignal light requirements; exceptions; signaling 
requirements. 
 

(1) Any motor vehicle having four or more wheels which is manufactured or assembled, 
whether from a kit or otherwise, after January 1, 1954, designed or used for the purpose of 
carrying passengers or freight, or any trailer, in use on a highway, shall be equipped with brake 
and turnsignal lights in good working order. 

(2) Motorcycles, motor-driven cycles, motor scooters, bicycles, electric personal assistive 
mobility devices, vehicles used solely for agricultural purposes, vehicles not designed and 
intended primarily for use on a highway, and, during daylight hours, fertilizer trailers as defined in 
section 60-326 and implements of husbandry designed primarily or exclusively for use in 
agricultural operations shall not be required to have or maintain in working order signal lights 
required by this section, but they may be so equipped. The operator thereof shall comply with the 
requirements for utilizing hand and arm signals or for utilizing such signal lights if the vehicle is so 
equipped. 



Section 60-6,314 
Nebraska Rules of the Road; applicability to persons operating bicycles. 
 

(1) Any person who operates a bicycle upon a highway shall have all of the rights and 
shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to the driver of a vehicle under the Nebraska Rules 
of the Road except for special bicycle regulations in the rules, except for those provisions of the 
rules which by their nature can have no application, and except as provided in section 60-6,142. 

(2) Regulations applicable to bicycles shall apply whenever a bicycle is operated upon 
any highway or upon any path set aside by the Department of Roads or a local authority for the 
exclusive use of bicycles. 

Section 60-6,315 
Riding of bicycles; prohibited acts. 
 

(1) Any person who rides a bicycle shall not ride other than upon or astride a permanent 
and regular seat attached thereto. 

(2) Any person who rides a bicycle shall not remove his or her feet from the pedals and 
shall have at least one hand on the handlebars at all times. 

(3) Any person who operates a bicycle shall not carry any package, bundle, or article 
which prevents such operator from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars. 

(4) No bicycle shall be used to carry more persons at one time than the number for which 
it is designed and equipped. 

Section 60-6,316 
Bicycles; clinging to vehicles; prohibited. 
 

Any person who rides upon any bicycle shall not attach himself, herself, or the bicycle to 
any vehicle upon a roadway. 

Section 60-6,317 
Bicycles on roadways and bicycle paths; general rules; regulation by 
local authority. 
 

(1) Any person who operates a bicycle upon a roadway at less than the normal speed of 
traffic at the time and place and under conditions then existing shall ride as near to the right-hand 
curb or right-hand edge of the roadway as practicable except when: 

(a) Overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same direction; 

(b) Preparing for a left turn onto a private road or driveway or at an intersection; 



(c) Reasonably necessary to avoid conditions that make it unsafe to continue along the 
right-hand curb or right-hand edge of the roadway, including fixed or moving objects, stopped or 
moving vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, or surface hazards; 

(d) Riding upon a lane of substandard width which is too narrow for a bicycle and a 
vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane; or 

(e) Lawfully operating a bicycle on the paved shoulders of a highway included in the state 
highway system as provided in section 60-6,142. 

Any person who operates a bicycle upon a roadway with a posted speed limit of thirty-five 
miles per hour or less on which traffic is restricted to one direction of movement and which has 
two or more marked traffic lanes may ride as near to the left-hand curb or left-hand edge of the 
roadway as practicable. Whenever a person operating a bicycle leaves the roadway to ride on the 
paved shoulder or leaves the paved shoulder to enter the roadway, the person shall clearly signal 
his or her intention and yield the right-of-way to all other vehicles. 

(2) Any person who operates a bicycle upon a highway shall not ride more than single file 
except on paths or parts of highways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. 

(3) Except as provided in section 60-6,142, whenever a usable path for bicycles has been 
provided adjacent to a highway, a person operating a bicycle shall use such path and shall not 
use such highway. 

(4) A local authority may by ordinance further regulate the operation of bicycles and may 
provide for the registration and inspection of bicycles. 

Section 60-6,318 
Equipment on bicycles; lights; brakes. 
 

(1) When in use at nighttime, a bicycle shall be equipped with a light visible from a 
distance of at least five hundred feet to the front on a clear night and with a red reflector on the 
rear of a type which is approved by the Department of Motor Vehicles or a local authority and 
which is visible on a clear night from all distances between one hundred feet and six hundred feet 
to the rear when directly in front of lawful lower beams of headlights on a motor vehicle. A red 
light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear may be used in addition to such red 
reflector. 

(2) Any bicycle used on a highway shall be equipped with a brake or brakes which will 
enable the operator to stop the bicycle within twenty-five feet of the point of braking when moving 
at a speed of ten miles per hour on dry, level, clean pavement. 

Section 60-6,319 
Bicycles; reflective device or material; retail sale; requirements; 
violation; penalty. 
 

No commercial dealer shall sell or offer to sell at retail any bicycle unless such bicycle is 
equipped with pedals which display a white or amber reflective device or material on both the 
front and rear surfaces of the pedal and such reflective surface is visible during the hours of 



darkness from four hundred feet when viewed from the front or rear under low beam headlights of 
a motor vehicle under normal atmospheric conditions. 

All bicycles shall also be equipped with tires bearing a white or silver retroreflective 
material on each side or a wide-angle reflector mounted on the spokes of each wheel. Such 
retroreflective material shall be at least three-sixteenths of an inch wide, shall be affixed as an 
integral part of the tire or wheel, and shall remain effective for the life of the tire or wheel. The 
spoke-mounted, wide-angle reflector devices shall have a reflective surface of at least two square 
inches and shall be clear, amber, or red in color. Both the retroreflective tires and wide-angle 
spoke reflectors shall be visible during the hours of darkness from four hundred feet when viewed 
under low beam headlights of a motor vehicle under normal atmospheric conditions when the 
bicycle is traveling at a ninety degree right angle to the direction of travel of the motor vehicle and 
is directly in front of such motor vehicle. Such reflective devices shall remain visible when the 
bicycle is turned forty degrees in either direction from such angle and crosses directly in front of 
such motor vehicle at a distance of four hundred feet. 

No commercial dealer shall sell or offer to sell at retail any bicycle which does not comply 
with this section. Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class V misdemeanor. 

 

 


