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    The winners of the Technician quiz in the last newsletter were: 
       Danielle Bowers from Sheridan  
       Sue Fuhrmann from Sundance 
        Sylvia Moore from Evanston 

 Heidi Miller-Medlin from Cheyenne 
  

    Each winner will be receiving a T-shirt as soon as they arrive. 
 

    There were several requests to continue with quizzes in the newsletter.  
Here’s your chance to test yourself on LATCH and Tether  

just for fun this month. If you have any questions, contact Stephanie.heitsch@crmcwy.org 
            

 
1)  The newest LATCH manual is what color and what year ?     ___________________________ 
 

           2) Child restraints not required to have LATCH systems are: _________       ________    _________ 
 
           3) Lower anchors are now required on new, small school buses under ___________ pounds. 
 
           4) The method of tethering a rear-facing child restraint towards the back of the vehicle is called the                    
 _______________ method. 

 
            5) The method of tethering a rear-facing child restraint towards the front of the vehicle is called the                    
 _______________ method. 

 
 6) The European version on LATCH is termed __________________. 

 
7) When installing a CR with LATCH what is a suggestion to do with the unused shoulder belt to  
prevent the child from playing with the loose shoulder belt.  

 
8) Using a latch plate or a buckled safety belt as a tether anchor is an acceptable method of use. 
 
9) Tethers were used on FF child restraints in the US, Canada and Australia as early as ______.   
 

10) In __________, children ride rear-facing for the first several years.  
 

 
 

 

Test Your Knowledge / Just For Fun This Month 
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Wyoming’s Technician Re-certification Rate  
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 In December, 2007, a survey was sent out to all expired technicians on the reasons they have allowed their 
certification to lapse. The results of the survey showed that the number one reason for technicians to allow their 
certification to lapse was due to feeling that they could not meet the CEU requirements. Also, on the latest report 
from Safe Kids USA, Wyoming showed that from January, 2008 to August 2008, there were 42 technicians eligible 
to re-certify with only 19 that actually re-certified for a 45.2% rate.  

The steps for re-certification are not as complicated as they may seem and we need to all try to complete them to 
maintain our certification. Follow these simple steps below, start early and you will not loose your certification. 

You will need your username and password to be able to enter all your information into your  profile at:      
http://www.safekids.org/certification/. Call 877-366-8154, if you do not have that information.     

 

 1) Five seat checks approved by a certified instructor or proxy. If needing a proxy in your area, contact                    
 stephanie.heitsch@crmcwy.org 

 2) Community education  (Have a certificate of proof in case of auditing)  

OPTION 1: Two-hour check up event with at least one other CPS Technician at which you serve families using 
any standardized checklist to provide documentation, if needed. Visit safekidswyoming.org 

OPTION 2: Provide at least four hours of community education.  Examples include presenting to parents, edu-
cators, kids, organizations (PTAs, law enforcement).  These are presentations to non-CPSTs. You 
are welcome to combine smaller events for the requirement. 

 
 
 

 3) Minimum of six hours of CPS technical continuing education units (See below)                                                               
   CEUs are self-certified and are subject to random auditing.                                                               
   Remember to print the proof of your CEUs in case of auditing. 

 4) Register and pay the re-certification fee before your certification expiration date 

 Easy ways to get all 6 CEUs ! 
 

 

Newsletter Category/Max 3 CEUs in this Catagory 
 1 CEU—Every Wyoming Technician is credited one CEU for receiving 
  the Safe Ride News Publication. Contact   
  nancy@saferidenews.com for Proof of Purchase 
 1 CEU– Take the LATCH Manual Quiz. Go to saferidenews.com to 
  learn more 
 1 CEU-Take the CR Manufacturer's Quiz. Go to carseat.org to learn 
  more 
 1 CEUs-Reading the Tech Update and taking quizzes at   
  www.cpsboard.org  
 
Online/Web Sessions Category/Max 5 CEUs in this Category 
 3 CEUs– Three presentations and Quizzes on the www.cpsboard.org  
  Website 
 4 CEUs-View the Web Streaming and associated quizzes at 
   http://www.buckleupillinois.org/  
 
In-person Session Category/Max 6 CEUs in this Category 
 The update course for 6 CEUs may be taught by a technician. For more 
information on the course, contact: Stephanie.heitsch@crmcwy.org. 
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CPS CERTIFICATION CLASS / RIVERTON                                                              

     The Child Passenger Safety Certification Course was held in Riverton on 
August 19—22, 2008. The Wyoming CPS Team welcomes ten more 
technicians from Ethete, Lander, Lusk, Powell, Rawlins, Rock Springs and  
Sheridan. Ron Atkins, from the Rock Springs Fire Department, also took 
the first step to become an instructor. Ron acted as an Intern for the class 
and did a fantastic job. The picture below was taken by one of the students 
outside of the restaurant in Hudson, Wyoming. We all know that a child 

restraint has not been tested for use on a 4-wheeler and as much as the caregiver 
may have had good intentions-This is still not a safe situation. 
 
 SPECIAL NEEDS TRAINING / CASPER 
  

 Ann (King) Brunzell RN CPN CPSTI / Grand Island, Nebraska and 
Sheryl Ohrt RN CPN BSN CPSTI / Kearney, Nebraska instructed the “Safe 
Travel for all Children” special needs training in Casper, WY on August 11-12, 
2008. Fifteen students participated in the class. The Buckle Up Kids program 
partnered with CPS Colorado and invited technicians from Colorado to attend. 

Students were introduced to medical conditions that can impact restraint selection, and were given the opportunity 
to investigate and install specialized restraints. Thank you to the Natrona County School District and to the Evans-
ville Volunteer Fire Department for bringing the school buses and the ambulance to the class for hands-on training. 
Also, thank you to Merritt Manufacturing, Inc. and Dorel Juvenile Group for helping provide seats for the class.  

 Quick Thoughts To Consider  

TECH UPDATE / ONLINE NEWSLETTER 

The latest Tech Update online newsletter was just released in August at http://www.cpsboard.org/? The Summer 
2008 edition features new original article formats, everyday language, and provides "Curbside Notes" to help    
technicians and instructors as they assist caregivers. The new TU creates a reader-friendly technical information 
exchange and is now published quarterly by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) and the 
National Child Passenger Safety Board (NCPSB). Articles such as "When Best Practice and Real World Collide" 
promote practical application using the Learn, Practice, Explain focus of the 2007 CPS Technician Certification 
Training Manual.                                                                                                                                                                                
   By registering online at http://www.cpsboard.org/, technicians will                                                                   
           receive automatic notification when new Tech Update issues are posted. 

 

WYOMING STATEWIDE SEATBELT SURVEY / JUNE 2008  

Wyoming, like every other state in the United States, is asked by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion (NHTSA) to conduct a comprehensive seat belt campaign each year in May. For the majority of the states in 
the nation, the campaign is known as “Click It or Ticket.” Because Wyoming’s seat belt law is a secondary law, the 
state has opted not to use the national campaign slogan; the slogan for the May seat belt campaign in Wyoming is 
“Click It, Don’t Risk It.” The campaign consists of a period of education, media coverage, and enforcement of the 
seat belt law. “Click It, Don’t Risk It” is followed by an observational survey of drivers and passengers wearing 
seat belts in passenger vehicles. DLN Consulting, Inc., located in Dickinson, ND, was contracted by WYDOT 
to conduct a Field Survey by using a sampling methodology recommended by NHTSA and WYDOT, and follow-
ing the requirements found in The Federal Register, 23 CFR Part 1340, published September 1, 1998. The 
methodology was designed to yield a statistically valid estimate of the current Seat Belt Use (SBU) rate in the State 
of Wyoming. The objective of the study is to determine the Seat Belt Use (SBU) rate of drivers and front 
seat, outboard passengers in the State of Wyoming. Usage rate is 68.6% for June 2008. 
      For a copy of the report contact: Anna Thompson / 777-4199 
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Injury Prevention/Outreach  
214 East 23rd Street 
Cheyenne, Wyoming 82001 
(307) 633-7525 
(307) 633-7531 FAX 
stephanie.heitsch@crmcwy.org 

A Concerned Technician’s Question To Britax 

Dear Sarah:  I recently installed a Roundabout for a parent, guiding them through the steps of proper installation.  Af-
ter a detailed explanation of why the seat should not move more than an inch side to side and front to back, we were 
both very alarmed and concerned to discover this seat was moving at the connection of the base to seat; about a half an 
inch.  I checked the owner's manual to learn if this was allowable.  There was no mention and I wondered aloud if the 
seat might be defective.  When checking with the Britax company, I was informed this was how the car seat functioned 
and I asked why this information was not in the manual.  I ask this of you now.  First, why does this seat move atop its 
base and second, why does the manual not make it clear that this is the proper function of the seat?  I have been as-
sured by your company that this is so, I have assured the parent that it is so, however, we would ALL feel better if this 
detail was printed out in black and white.  Thank you for your attention to this matter.   
 

      Kathy Clay, Fire Inspector/Jackson Hole Fire, Senior Car Seat Technician 
 
 

Thank you Cathy for contacting me regarding your concerns with the movement between the seat shell and the base of 
the Roundabout. This movement is at the connection of the base to the seat shell creating the pivot point. This move-
ment has always existed in all Britax convertibles and is significantly less in current design that in years past. 
If you look at the back of the base where it connects to the seat shell there is a metal shaft that runs horizontal and a 
black tree fastener pushed in from each side. There will be minimal space there. The second location is underneath – 
between the bottom of the seat shell and top surface of the base. There on each side you will see a “V” shaped, black 
tree fastener through the seat shell. There will be a little space on one or both sides depending on how the base is sit-
ting in relationship to the seat shell. The movement should be minimal and a firm installation typically does not allow 
much movement – but it is very noticeable when the CRS is not installed. I will most certainly share your concern with 
the printed material team and will also consider for an FAQ on our website. Once again thank you and please do not 
hesitate to contact me in the future with any other questions or concerns – I am glad to help! 
 

        Sarah Tilton/Child Passenger Safety Advocate, Britax 


