Section 37-1241.06
Personal watercraft; age restrictions; boating safety course; fee.

(1)(a) No person under fourteen years of age shall operate a motorboat or personal
watercraft on the waters of this state.

(b) No person under sixteen years of age shall operate a motorboat or personal
watercraft on the waters of this state with an individual in tow behind the motorboat or personal
watercraft.

(2) Effective May 1, 2000, and until January 1, 2004, a person under sixteen years of age
shall not operate a motorboat or personal watercraft on the waters of this state unless he or she
has successfully completed a boating safety course approved by the commission and has been
issued a valid boating safety certificate.

(3) Effective January 1, 2004, a person under eighteen years of age shall not operate a
motorboat or personal watercraft on the waters of this state unless he or she has successfully
completed a boating safety course approved by the commission and has been issued a valid
boating certificate.

(4) The commission may charge a fee of no more than ten dollars for a boating safety
course required by this section.

Source:
Laws 1999, LB 176, § 107

Laws 2003, LB 305, § 22
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Section 37-1254.02
Boating under influence of alcohol or controlled substance; implied
consent to submit to chemical test; preliminary test; refusal; penalty.

(1) Any person who has in his or her actual physical control a motorboat under propulsion
upon the waters of this state shall be deemed to have given his or her consent to submit to a
chemical test of his or her blood or breath for the purpose of determining the amount of alcohol
content in such blood or breath.

(2) Any law enforcement officer who has been duly authorized to make arrests for
violations of laws of this state or ordinances of any city or village may require any person arrested
for any offense arising out of acts alleged to have been committed while the person was in the
actual physical control of a motorboat under propulsion upon the waters of this state under the
influence of alcohol to submit to a chemical test of his or her blood or breath for the purpose of
determining the alcohol content of such blood or breath when the officer has reasonable grounds
to believe that the person was in the actual physical control of a motorboat under propulsion upon
the waters of this state while under the influence of alcohol.



(3) Any law enforcement officer who has been duly authorized to make arrests for
violations of laws of this state or ordinances of any city or village may require any person who has
in his or her actual physical control a motorboat under propulsion upon the waters of this state to
submit to a preliminary test of his or her breath for alcohol content if the officer has reasonable
grounds to believe that such person has alcohol in his or her body or has committed any violation
of this section and section 37-1254.01. Any person who refuses to submit to such preliminary
breath test or whose preliminary breath test results indicate an alcohol content of eight-
hundredths of one gram or more by weight of alcohol per two hundred ten liters of his or her
breath shall be placed under arrest. Any person who refuses to submit to such preliminary breath
test shall be guilty of a Class Ill misdemeanor.

(4) Any person arrested pursuant to this section may, upon the direction of a law
enforcement officer, be required to submit to a chemical test of his or her blood or breath for a
determination of the alcohol content. Any person who refuses to submit to a chemical blood or
breath test required pursuant to this section shall be guilty of a Class Il misdemeanor, and the
court shall, as part of the judgment of conviction, order such person not to be in the actual
physical control of any motorboat under propulsion upon the waters of this state for any purpose
for a period of six months from the date of such conviction. If the court places such person on
probation or suspends the sentence for any reason, the court shall, as one of the conditions of
probation or sentence suspension, order such person not to be in the actual physical control of
any motorboat under propulsion upon the waters of this state for any purpose for a period of sixty
days from the date of the order.

(5) Any person who is required to submit to a preliminary breath test or to a chemical
blood or breath test pursuant to this section shall be advised of the consequences of refusing to
submit to such test.

Source:
Laws 1989, LB 195, § 4

Laws 1999, LB 176, § 121
Laws 2001, LB 166, § 2

Laws 2001, LB 773, § 8
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